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especially avoided because only a little while
before General Councils had proved so dangerous
to unity), was summoned and is known to history
as " The Council of Trent." The most impor-
tant single factor in the whole of this reaction was
the militant and highly disciplined body pro-
ceeding from the genius of St. Ignatius Loyola.
It came to be known by the name which was first
a nick-name, but later generally adopted, of
" the Jesuits." These, by their discipline, single-
ness of aim and heroism, were the spearhead of
the counter-attack. They were very nearly suc-
cessful in England, they had very great effect
in South Germany, and later in Poland. All
these forces, combined, made for a general
restoration of Catholicism.
There followed during the XVIIth century,
from about 1600-1615 to 1690-1700, a ding-
dong struggle between the now rooted new
religion in the areas where governments had
gone Protestant and the remaining Catholic
bulk of Europe.
The effort to recover England had failed;
Scandinavia had been turned over just as England
had under the impulse of those who saw their
opportunity for looting Church lands and their
determination to keep this booty after the new
wealth had been seized; and the northern part
of the Netherlands (which have since come to be